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    Santa Fe Residence Club Wins State Architectural Award for Design

[Santa Fe, New Mexico] The Residence Club at El Corazon de Santa Fe received the Award of Merit for Residential “Infill Design” given by the American Institute of Architects (AIA), Albuquerque Chapter. The statewide competition recognizes distinguished architectural achievements by New Mexico architects. 

Jeff Seres of Studio Southwest Architects was the lead architect for The Residence Club at El Corazon de Santa Fe. The project exemplifies how a complex downtown development can successfully go from start to finish within four years, meet strict building requirements, and reflect the rich Santa Fe heritage that is expected in the area. 

“There are strict limitations and definitions on how to build here, “ Seres says, “Where once was an old apartment complex, now stands a 72-unit residential development with fractional and whole ownership components. It was challenging, but we didn’t end up with an overdone style – it blends in, which is exactly what you want in Santa Fe. You want the feel that it’s been here for 400 years, even if it’s brand new. The jurors who judged the competition recognized that.” 

The jury for the AIA awards praised this project for its “nicely done Santa Fe style details, which evoke the capital city’s architectural heritage without slipping into kitsch. The central courtyard and walkways create a lively common area…and underground parking keeps cars off the street and hides access driveways.” 

Jurors also praised the innovative100,000-gallon cistern, which collects rainwater from the rooftops and provides irrigation for landscaping without using additional potable water. 

The term “Infill Design” is specific to an existing site or property. In this case, the El Seville Apartments, built in the early 1960’s, previously occupied the corner of Catron and Grant Streets. Jeff Seres credits Rob Harper of Unity Hunt, Inc., the project’s developer, and Santa Fe builders Jim and Rick Borrego for an “unprecedented” way of working with former apartment residents when the project first started. 

“This was huge – what the developer did for the people who were living there,” says Seres. “We had a huge program for relocation assistance that included some startup money, two months free rent, all security deposits were returned, and residents received assistance in finding new rental or for sale residences.”  
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Now 15 of the 72 homes comprise The Residence Club at El Corazon de Santa Fe, the first and only residence club of its kind in the downtown area. Owners enjoy all the advantages of a fully furnished vacation home, without the hassles of second-home ownership. Of the remaining 43 homes sold as whole ownership, fewer than five are still on the market.  

El Corazon de Santa Fe was one of only five award recipients, statewide. All architects had to submit a written description of the project with photos, slides, drawings and site plans, along with any written articles about the project to the Albuquerque Chapter of the American Institute of Architects. Awards and certificates were presented at a luncheon on May 31, 2007. 

The Residence Club at El Corazon de Santa Fe is located at 103 Catron Street. For more information go to www.elcorazondesantafe.com, or contact Tiffany Tyler at 435-645-7500 ext. 103, tiffany@deringelliott.com. 
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